APRIL 29]                        ST PETER, M.

submit with love and affection, subjects to obey all in power in all things
that are just^; in a word, they teach us to honour parents, requite our
friends, forgive our enemies, exercise hospitality to strangers, assist the
poor, to be just, kind, and charitable to all men; to believe a happy
immortality prepared for those who despise the momentary death which
you have power to inflict."

Pro. " Of what felicity is a man capable after death? "

Pol. " There is no comparison between the happiness of this and the
next life. The fleeting comforts of this mortal state deserve not the name
of goods when compared with the permanent joys of eternity."

Pro. " This is foreign to our purpose; let us come to the point of
the edict,"

Pol. " What is the purport of it? "

Pro. " That you must sacrifice to the gods."

Pol. " Sacrifice I will not, let what will be the consequence; for it Is
written: He that shall sacrifice to devils, and not to God, shall be
exterminated."

Pro. " Then you must resolve to die."

Pol. " My resolution is fixed: do what you are commanded."

Probus thereupon condemned him to be burnt alive; and the sentence
was immediately executed at the distance of a mile from the town. Thus
the acts. He suffered on the 2yth of April, in 304, the same day on
which, according to the acts of Pollio, St Eusebius, bishop of the same
city, had suffered several years before, perhaps under Valerian.

The following feasts are celebrated on April 28 ;

ST CRONAN, Abbot of Roscrea, in Ireland, where his relics are treasured: SAINTS DIDVMUS
and THEODORA, martyrs: BLESSED Louis MARIE GRIGNON DB MONTFORT, Confessor: ST
PATRICIUS, Bishop of Prusa, in Bithynia. martyr : ST POLLIO, lector, and his heroic companions,
martyrs in Pannonia: ST PAUL OF THE CROSS, Founder oi the Passiomst Congregation,
1775 : Sx VITAUS, martyred about the year 62.
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ST PETER, MARTYR
(A.D. 1252)

[From his life, by Thomas oi Leontino, a Dominican friar, who had resided long with him at
Verona, and was afterwards Patriarch of Jerusalem, Ac., collected by Touron in his life of
St Dominic, p. 480. See also the remarks of Papebroke, t. iiL Apr. p. 679.]

ST PETER the martyr was born at Verona, in 1205, of parents infected
with the heresy of the Cathari, a sort of Manichees, who had insensibly
made their way into the northern parts of Italy during the quarrel between
the emperor, Frederic Barbarossa, and the holy see.1 God preserved him

1 The Ven. F. Moneta, the beloved disciple of St Dominic in Italy, wrote, about the year
1730, five books adversus Catharos et Waldenses, which F. Ricchini published at Rome in 1743.
From this work, and the editor's preliminary dissertations and notes, we learn many curious
articles relating to the errors and history of these heretics.